The DLS measurements were performed using an ALV CGE laser goniometer. The scattered light of a 22 mW HeNe linear polarized laser (632.8 nm) was measured (angle 90 o ), and was collected on an ALV 6010 correlator. The samples were maintained at different temperatures (5-63 o C). The data were collected using the ALV Correlator Control software with a counting time of 60 s. The measured intensity correlation functions g 2 (t) were analysed using the algorithm REPES (incorporated in the GENDIST program) resulting in the distributions of relaxation times -A(). The hydrodynamic radius (R H ) of the nanoparticles was calculated from the Stokes-Einstein relation:
where k B is the Boltzmann constant, T is the absolute temperature, η is the viscosity of the solvent and D is the diffusion coeficient of the nanoparticles.
The SLS measurements were carried out by varying the scattering angle from 50 o to 150 o with a 10 o stepwise increase. The molecular weight (M w(NP) ) and the radius of gyration (R G ) of the triblock copolymer nanoparticles were estimated by:
where the K c is the optical constant, R θ is the excess normalized scattered intensity, A 2 is the second virial coefficient and the polymer concentration c is given in mg mL -1 . The average density of the nanoparticles () was estimated as:
Nanoparticle Tracking Analysis (NTA)
Analyses by NTA were carried out using the NanoSight LM10 & NTA 2.0 Analytical Software (NanoSight, Amesbury, England). The sample was diluted (1000x-Milli Q ® ) and injected into the sample chamber with a syringe (25 o C). This apparatus combines light scattering microscopy with a laser diode (635 nm) and a camera charge-coupled device, which allows viewing and recording the motion of nanoparticles in solution. The NTA software is able to identify and track individual nanoparticles (10-1000 nm), which are in Brownian motion, and relate their diffusion coefficient with a sphere equivalent hydrodynamic diameter as calculated using the Stokes-Einstein equation. The size distribution was expressed by the span value, calculated by Eq. (4).
where d (0.9), d (0.1) and d (0.5) are the diameters at 90%, 10% and 50% cumulative volumes, respectively.
Cryo-Transmission Electron Microscopy (Cryo-TEM)
Cryo-TEM allows direct investigation of samples in the vitrified, frozen-hydrated state. 3 μL of the sample solution was applied to an electron microscopy grid covered with holey carbon supporting film (C-flat 3.5/1-4C, Electron Microscopy Science) after hydrophilization by glow discharge (Expanded Plasma Cleaner, Harrick Plasma, USA). The excess of the solution was removed by blotting (Whatman n o . 1 filter paper) for ∼1 s, and the grid was immediately plunged into liquid ethane held at -181 °C. The frozen sample was immediately transferred into the microscope and observed at -173°C under the conditions described above. Cryo-TEM observations were performed on a Tecnai G2 Spirit Twin 120kV (FEI, Czech Republic), equipped with cryo-attachment (Gatan, cryo-specimen holder) using a bright field imaging mode at accelerating voltage 120 kV. 
